Then he talked about the fact that he didn't believe that capitalism, 
"as it was constructed, could meet the needs of poor people," and 
that "what we might need to look at was a kind of socialism, but a 
democratic form of socialism." Another example of King's position 
was recalled in a conversation between him and William A. 
Rutherford, a Chicago native and Europe-based businessman who 
volunteered his skills to the SCLC. Rutherford criticized black 
capitalism and its basic objective being "to replace white bastards 
with black bastards. If the whole thrust of assuring oneself profit is 
to exploit whoever's there, what the hell are we doing with black 
people, trying to put them in the same position where you have to 
exploit someone else to turn your profit?" King replied, "Bill, there's 
so much to be done that people are not ready to do right now. 
Obviously, we've got to have some form of socialism, but America's 
not ready to hear it yet." 




This essay is being written inside prison, where only a limited 
amount of reference materials are permitted. My quotes from King 
and others are drawn from notes taken from his biography, entitled 
Bearing the Cross, a copy of which I do not have on hand, so I 
cannot provide specific page numbers from which the quotes were 
taken, nor do I have the author's name; however, these sources 
should not be difficult to locate by any curious researcher on the 
outside. 
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An Answer to Today's Black Entertainment Media 
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I write this as a brother confined in prison, isolated a hundred 
miles from the nearest urban center, sitting atop a remote 
mountain in a rural, white-populated region of the south. Here, the 
overwhelmingly black prisoner population has little to no contact 
with the ever-flourishing black urban culture. 

By happenstance, I found myself in possession of and reading 
cover-to-cover the October 2004 issue of Sister 2 Sister , a 
magazine whose professed motto is that of "Givin' it to ya straight, 
no chaser." Well, to put this motto to the test, I've asked them to 
print this essay— which likely they won't. I'm writing this essay 
because my reading of that and similar magazines leaves my heart 
heavy; some of the reasons are what follows: 

From the editor's interview with actor/comedian Jamie Foxx 
(pages 62-73), one could see the still-pervasive tendency in black 
folks here-continuing since slavery— to try and measure up to the 
white supremacist, capitalistic elite status quo, to prove that "we" 
are just as good as "them" by winning acclaim and recognition in 
fields that they've told us are important, to acquire material tokens 
and status symbols they've manufactured and that they've trained 
us to think are measures of human worth, to seek advancement 
and acceptance always with heads bowed and feet shuffling. 
Meanwhile, we're dying— both as a race and as a culture. 

The only remnants of a culture we have left are steeped in our 
aping the dominant material-worshipping one, a deformed sub- 
culture imitating Mr. Charlie. 1 Our only use-value here in Amerika 
still remains that of being clowns (entertainers) and servants, while 
our brain trusts (black intellectuals) are distanced from the needy 
black masses, co-opted into white suburbia, and then sapped of 
their talents and skills to refine and keep Mr. Charlie's system 
steadily expanding and running smoothly and to keep him saddled 
at the cost of human suffering the world over and within our own 
poor communities. 

From rap diva Lil 1 Kim's interview (pages 40-51), I see a 
confused young sister being drained, tossed, and used by a greed- 
motivated industry she doesn't understand, a sister who's been 
used to, among other things, perpetuate the idea in black minds 
that for us to amount to anything in this world we must become 
white. Supporting such racist notions by undergoing surgeries and 
cosmetic changes that dilute and disguise racial and ethnic Identity, 
projecting the image for our young sisters to emulate and imitate 
that the extent of their worth is determined by their physical assets 
(breasts and asses) and their willingness to flaunt them in skimpy 
garb. 
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with any divorce, that partner who demands separation has a right 
to a share of the wealth that s/he helped to produce. If that share is 
not relinquished voluntarily, then s/he has a right to take it by 
force. 

In that October 2004 issue of Sister 2 Sister, in the "letter to 
the editor" section (pages 104-111), I found particularly disturbing 
the grievances of some sisters, specifically concerning the "trend" of 
brothers passing them up for women of other races— the white race 
in particular. I first found a fundamental contradiction in that there 
was no criticism of black women's own roles In promoting this trend 
by their projecting Images which Imply that white and white-like 
features embody a standard of "beauty" superior to genuinely 
Africanoid features, e.g. the trend of wearing straightened and 
blond-dyed hair, light-colored contact lenses, etc. This tendency on 
both sides of rejecting Africanoid beauty are but expressions of self- 
hatred, insecurity, inferiority complexes, and negative self-images 
instilled in us during the processes of chattel slavery, Jim Crow, etc. 

But let me not seem to deny the fact that all sisters are sisters 
whatever thejr complexion. To accept otherwise would be to pander 
to the same dangerous racisms that fueled the genocidal war in 
1994 between Rwanda's Hutu and Tutsi people, leaving hundreds of 
thousands dead, while the west sat by as spectators. 

Beginning in 1916, when the Belgians (Europeans) brutally 
colonized that region of Africa, they instigated a division between 
the then-united Hutus and Tutsis, by telling the Tutsis (who had 
lighter skin, taller statures, and thinner features than the Hutus) 
that they were more European-looking and thus should see 
themselves as the Hutu's superiors, much the same scheme that 
was done during and since slavery to divide mulattoes against dark 
blacks, and in North and South America to divide mestizos against 
pure Indians. The Belgians rewrote those African peoples' own 
histories to falsely project the Tutsis as a noble class and the Hutus 
as an underclass. Only Tutsis were permitted to attend Belgian 
schools, being educated into the values of their oppressors, 
resulting in an antagonistic divide being created between the two 
groups that exists till today. 

When the wave of national independence struggles swept 
Africa beginning in the 1950's, the more educated and organized 
Tutsis agitated for independence from Belgian rule. The Belgians 
then backed and organized the Hutus to repress the Tutsis. Rwanda 
still gained political independence in 1962, but the newly organized 
Hutus took government power and stripped the Tutsis of land. The 
fratricidal war in 1994 was a struggle by the Tutsis to retake power 
in Rwanda, all of this resulting from the Belgians' creating division 
within a common racial group so to secure their own power. A 
similar device exists between blacks here in Amerika. Indeed, Jamie 
Foxx in his interview described an incident where he and his sister 
were beaten up by some light-complexioned black cops working in 
an uppity casino who were notorious for abusing darker blacks. 
These same tendencies are played up by black entertainment media 



who tend to project only light-complexioned and surgically and/or 
cosmetically whitewashed blacks as attractive, leading us to forget 
that we are a common people with a common heritage and history 
of oppression. 

Just as many (but definitely not all) of today's mestizo 
descendants from the native peoples of South, Central, and North 
America no longer recognize their Indian ancestry, and instead 
identify themselves as Latino/a. They forget that the Latin people 
were/are the Europeans (Spanish and Portuguese) who invaded, 
conquered, and colonized their lands, destroyed their civilizations, 
enslaved and massacred their people, and even completely 
exterminated some of the native ethnic groups— as was done by the 
celebrated Spaniard Christopher Columbus to the peaceful Arawaks 
of Hispaniola (modern-day Haiti and Dominican Republic, both of 
which are today majority black because of African slaves having 
been brought in to replace the decimated Arawaks). Now, many of 
the native descendents today have taken on the identity of their 
historic Latin oppressors. 

Our knowledge of world - and our - history is shallow, our 
attention spans short. All we've been conditioned to care about is 
losing ourselves and our minds in entertainment and gratification. 
On the same hand, we're selling our youth a dream that the 
entertainment industry (becoming downs) will provide us a foot-up 
in the world. We saturate them with images of obscene wealth that 
they cannot obtain except by treading on others and through 
illegitimate capitalist channels, channels that have us dropping like 
flies in the streets, overflowing these prisons where we cease to be 
able to reproduce, and destroying what's left of our communities. 
And the images, the role models presented in them by the 
entertainment industry only encourage this self-destructive 
behavior. 

Neither will Mr. Charlie's schools provide us upward mobility. 
They only train us to think like him, to support and accept his 
claimed right to rule and dominate us (as the Belgians did with the 
Tutsis), to forget our community-based culture as a people, to care 
nothing about anyone but our individual selves. Straight A's and 
college degrees may provide a few middle-class options for a few of 
us, but these few will still be living only a paycheck or two away 
from poverty; they will have little to no options for spending quality 
time with their children, and they will still be perceived and treated 
as second-class citizens. Even those who find wealth are still 
targeted with attacks rrom police, trumped-up lawsuits, derogatory 
media stereotyping, and general humiliation. In his interview, Jamie 
Foxx made this quite clear. In order for black celebrities to find 
recognition and respect, they've had to create a black-only celebrity 
circle and counterculture that imitates Mr. Charlie's. Why? Because 
they are not accepted as peers and equals by and within 
"mainstream" circles. Yet we're still skinning and grinning, begging 
to be accepted, proving our moral superiority by taking shit in the 
face with a smile, as Mr. Charlie trained us to do long ago in order 



